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High School Course Catalog 2011-2012

_________________________________________________________________

Dance

Modern Dance 1 

Modern Dance 1 is an introduction to and instruction in modern dance technique at a beginning/intermediate level.  The elementary movement and terminology of modern dance will be covered as well as basic anatomy, injury prevention and health for dancers.   An introductory study of modern dance history, Laban movement analysis, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to experience several styles of modern dance, explore some basic choreography and improvisation techniques and start developing performance skills.  At least one performing opportunity will be offered and all students must participate.  

Modern 2/3

Pre-requisite: Modern 1 or audition

Modern dance is a story of the fundamentals of modern dance technique. Emphasis is on cultivating knowledge and application of 20th century modern dance forms spanning the early pioneers (Graham, St. Denis, Shawn and Humphrey) through later methods and techniques of Cunningham and Horton. Connections to music, theater and art and objective dance criticism are included. Students participate in a dance performance. The general principles of dance technique requires proper alignment, center point of balance, opposition balance, transfer of weight, specific rhythm patterns, turns and turning techniques. The general principles of dance technique encompass turnout, proper alignment, weight distribution, stance, transfer of weight, square ness, pull-up or lift, counter pull, counter balance, aplomb, and balance.

Ballet 1/2

Ballet includes barre and floor movements and combinations for the classical ballet vocabulary, emphasizing proper alignment, strength, speed, endurance and flexibility. The course will include a study of ballet history and the objective criticism of dance. It will also explore connections to music, theater and art. Students will participate in a dance performance. The general principles of dance technique requires proper alignment, center point of balance, opposition balance, transfer of weight, specific rhythm patterns, turns and turning techniques.  This course will also support students as they refine their technique through more advanced work. 

Honors Ballet 2/3

Pre-requisite: Ballet 2 or audition

This course will offer instruction in Ballet technique and Ballet history. This course is an intermediate level building on Ballet I and Ballet II. Class time will be spent practicing and learning intermediate classical ballet vocabulary. A study of basic body connections related to dance technique will allow students to develop proper alignment, strength, endurance, flexibility, and expression. 

Tap Dance 
Tap Dance 1 is an introduction to and instruction in tap dance technique at a beginning/intermediate level.  The elementary movement and terminology of tap dance will be covered as well as injury prevention and health for dancers.  A study of tap dance history, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to explore rhythm, basic choreography techniques and develop performance skills.  At least one performing opportunity will be offered and all students must participate. This class is open to Middle and High School Students.

Jazz Dance 1

Jazz Dance 1 is an introduction to and instruction in jazz dance technique at a beginning level.  The elementary movement and terminology of jazz dance will be covered as well as basic anatomy, injury prevention and health for dancers.   A study of jazz dance history, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to experience several styles of jazz dance, explore some basic choreography techniques and start developing performance skills.  At least one performing opportunity will be offered and all students must participate.  This class is open to Middle and High School students.

Jazz Dance 1/2
Jazz Dance 1/2 is a course in jazz dance technique at a beginning/intermediate level.  Emphasis will be placed upon increasing the dancer’s performance skills as well as expanding their choreographic abilities and jazz dance vocabulary.  Further study in anatomy, injury prevention, fitness for dancers, jazz dance history, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to experience several styles of jazz dance and will have at least two required performances. This class is open to Middle and High School students. 

Jazz Dance 2/3

Pre-requisite: Jazz 1 or audition.
Jazz Dance 2/3 is a course in jazz dance technique at an intermediate /advanced level.  Emphasis will be placed upon perfecting the dancer’s performance skills, leadership and choreographic abilities and expanding jazz dance vocabulary.  Further study in anatomy, injury prevention, fitness for dancers, jazz dance history, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to experience several styles of jazz dance and will have several required performances.  This class is open to High School students.

Honors Choreography

Dance Choreography is designed to provide students with a broad perspective on movement, choreography and composition, through the study of dance history and various choreographic techniques. Students will have the opportunity to create and perform their individual works in a student performance to be given in a Spring Concert.

African Drum and Dance

Maximum class size: 25

African Drum and Dance requires no previous experience in dance or drumming.  Students will study and perform rhythms, dances, and songs of West Africa. Students will also study the cultural implications of each dance as well as the geography of Africa.

Ballroom Dance

Maximum class size: 25

This class teaches the fundamentals and more advanced techniques of ballroom dance.  

Pilates

This course offers conditioning and stretching for the dancer.  It will focus on  training of muscles of the torso through controlled exercises that increase core strength and postural stability to optimize performance in dancers and everyday activities.
Dance Through Time

This course is a survey of dance with a historical and social perspective using textbooks, film, research, discussion and practical (dancing!) application in class.  What is dance? Why do we dance? How do we dance? Who dances, who doesn't?  When did dance begin? What does dance mean? What's the "Mashed Potato"?  Students will learn about and try out different types of dance (tribal, folk, social, ballet, tap, jazz, modern, musical theatre, hip hop, etc.) and relate dance to visual art, music, theater, history, literature (storytelling), health and fitness and explore careers related to dance.
English

English 9

This course aims to give freshmen the necessary reading, writing, and critical thinking skills necessary to succeed at the high school level and beyond. These skills will be cultivated throughout the year with many reading and writing assignments that aim to challenge and inspire students to critically analyze text and the world around them.

English 10

Pre-requisites: English 9.  
Sophomore English has two principal aims.  The first is to familiarize students with two of the most enduring themes in the history of literary art: the individual and the relationship between individuals and communities/societies; using a wide variety of literary and academic works from around the world, we will study the ways in which authors have imagined the individual, the community, and the relationship between the two.  The second aim is to strengthen students’ verbal, visual, and analytical skills.  In pursuit of this second goal, we will focus on acquiring effective note-taking skills, on building vocabulary, on refining expository, persuasive, literary and creative writing, on presenting ideas orally, and on becoming effective participants by discussing a variety of topics, literary and otherwise.

English 11 (American Literature)

Pre-requisites: English 10 or English 10 Honors.  
The goal of this course is to provide students with an intellectual history of literary, social and philosophical movements that have shaped America’s identity.  The orientation of the course is simultaneously historical and literary; students will learn as much about the scope and chronology of American ideas about literature as they will about the interests and literary techniques of specific authors.  Thus, the course aims to expand students’ knowledge of a well-known field of literature while it also strengthens their verbal and critical thinking skills.  It also aims to challenge students’ concepts of what it means to be an American, both now and before, and offer dynamic and diverse responses to this elusive and important question. Works studied include both traditional and non-traditional texts with the ultimate goal of incorporating a multitude of perspectives and ideas.

World Literature

Pre-requisite: English 11 (American Literature)

This course aims to expose students to a variety of texts that represent global perspectives and themes.   Through reading these texts, students will critically analyze them for theme and various literary elements both in writing and in class discussion.  In addition to cultivating students' analytical and critical thinking skills, focus will also be given to professional writing skills such as developing resumes, cover letters, and business letters.  A portion of the class will also be dedicated to critically analyzing media in order to be able to discuss the social implications of our media culture.

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

Pre-requisite: Over a 3.0 GPA or teacher recommendation.

This course alternates with AP English Language and Composition every other year and will be offered in the 2012-2013 school year. 

The Advanced Placement course in Literature and Composition will include careful reading, intensive study, and critical analysis of representative works from various genres and periods, from the classical period to the twentieth century, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit. Through close reading of selected texts, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As students read, they will consider a work's structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone. Students will be expected to write one-page responses, timed writings, and formal papers of literary criticism on a regular basis.  All enrolled students are required to take the AP exam in May.
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition

Pre-requisite: Over a 3.0 GPA or teacher recommendation.  

This course alternates with AP English Literature and Composition every other year and will be offered in the 2011-2012 school year. 

This course will incorporate various novels, stories, plays and poetry that help define the contributions of American writers to world literature, specifically with regard to key themes such as “The American Dream” and what it means to be “American.”  In addition, a significant portion of the class will deal with nonfiction pieces – essays, memoirs, biographies and autobiographies, letters, diaries, speeches, etc.  As a class, we will examine a wide range of short and long nonfiction writing, studying what the writers say and, just as importantly, how they say it. The critical skills that students will learn to appreciate through close and continued analysis of a wide variety of nonfiction texts can aid them in their own writing as they grow increasingly aware of these skills and their pertinent uses. During the year, a wide variety of texts and writing tasks will provide the focus for an energetic study of language, literature, rhetoric, and argument. All enrolled students are required to take the AP exam in May.
English Electives

Introduction to Creative Writing

The goal of this course is to introduce students to several different types of creative writing through both creation of original work as well as critique of published work.   Throughout the year, students will create original short stories, poems, personal narratives, plays, songs, and children’s books.  Students are also required to present/perform their work for critique and evaluation from both fellow classmates and the instructor.  Additionally, students will be responsible for publishing FALA’s arts publication, Trailer Life, twice a semester.

Advanced Creative Writing (Creative Writing II, III, IV)

Pre-requisite: Introduction to Creative Writing or teacher recommendation based on portfolio. 

Creative Writing II-IV is a course designed for the upper-level, serious students of writing. This class offers instruction in the writing of poetry, nonfiction, playwriting, genre short fiction, and self-publishing/graphic arts. The study of each genre will begin with the discussion of the development of each style and an exploration in the study of the masters. The course is predominately run workshop style, with students keeping separate in-process and finished work portfolios.  The goals of this course are extremely ambitious, so students should be prepared to commit substantial energy to it. 

Film History

In this class, students will learn the historical, cultural, technological and economic evolution of film as an art form.  Through these 4 lenses, students will learn about more than just film—they will learn the history of the countries, their cultural approach to this universal art, the technological advances of cameras and special effects and, finally, the economy of film business.  Beginning in 1895, a detailed and thorough study of both American and International film will provide the students with an essential knowledge base that will inform their future artistic endeavors.  From the Lumiere Brothers to the Coen Brothers, all the major movements will be covered including German Expressionism, Russian Montage Theory, Italian Neo-realism, Nouvelle Vague and New Hollywood. Through written essays and in-class presentations, the students will learn what it means to "study" film and transition from passive to active participants in the cultural and artistic exchange that is "watching a movie."

Film Production

In this class, students will learn the fundamentals of film/video production.  Through units covering topics such as Editing, Cinematography and Narrative, each student will have an opportunity to learn all aspects required in making movies.  Alongside practical knowledge (how to operate a camera, how to use editing software, etc.), students will also study the motivations and theories behind why certain techniques are used by filmmakers to communicate their ideas.  Various types of filmmaking will also be covered: Documentary, Non-Narrative, Music Videos, Avant Garde, etc.  Students will be evaluated through written tests and quizzes as well as their video projects throughout the term.  The video projects to be completed will focus primarily on "visual storytelling"--in other words, students will learn how to tell a story through images, not words, thus establishing a foundation of “pure filmmaking” to be built upon.

Fine Art

Art Basics
Art Basics is required before advancing to other art classes. This course is designed to introduce students to the world of visual art. Students will be developing skills and exploring processes using a wide range of mediums such as clay, watercolor, acrylic paint and much more. In addition to production, each lesson involves an element of art history, aesthetics and both written and verbal critiques of their work and the work of others.

Media Studies

This course is offered depending on enrollment.  It will not be offered for the 2011-2012 school year.  
What are media and why are they important for democracy? The purpose of this course is to learn through film, visual art, popular culture, cultural studies, postmodern theory and humanities to create and make our own media.  Students will critically question the social context in which media is created to uncover their relationship to power, meaning, privilege, capitalism and function in our society.  This course is discussion based with readings, film viewings, and media production. Through a four-step ‘inquiry’ process of Awareness . . . Analysis . . . Reflection . . .Action, media literacy helps young people acquire an empowering set of “navigational” skills which include the ability to: Access information from a variety of sources. Analyze and explore how messages are “constructed” whether print, verbal, visual or multi-media. Evaluate media’s explicit and implicit messages against one’s own ethical, moral and/or democratic principles. Express or create their own messages using a variety of media tools.  This is not a studio-based course.   

Photography & Design (I, II, III)

Pre-requisites: Art Basics

Students will engage in experiences that encompass visual culture, photographic history, photography appreciation, criticism, aesthetics and production. The main focus of the course is to incorporate design into photographic processes. Students will continue the use traditional analog photographic tools & techniques. Students will work with alternative photographic techniques, tools & cameras. Students will also learn digital camera techniques and enhancements with Photoshop, iPhoto, & scanner. Graphic design projects focusing on design elements and principles will also be included in the course.

Visual Studies (Art History & Theory)

This course alternates with Media Studies depending on enrollment.
No-prerequisites needed, just a desire to want to learn and discuss art history. 

Using the Discovering Art History textbook students will have an in-depth, comprehensive approach to art. The course text includes an extensive survey of Western art, studies of non-Western art, as well as an introduction to art appreciation. This course will show students how the visual arts serve to shape and reflect ideas, issues, and themes from the time of the first cave paintings to the twenty-first century. 

Readings on art movements and contemporary art theories will be presented in the course. This is not a studio-based course.
Drawing, Painting & Printmaking (DPP) I, II

Pre-requisite: Art Basics 

Students will engage in experiences that encompass visual culture, art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics and production.  Students will explore a variety of Painting media & techniques in watercolor, acrylics, gouache, tempera, inks, and mixed media through the creation of both abstract and realistic works of art. Students will explore mark making, Drawing with media such as pencil, chalk, pastels, and charcoal and Printmaking, such as relief, etching, monotype, and silkscreen.

Advanced Drawing, Painting & Printmaking 

Pre-requisites Art Basics and Drawing, Painting & Printmaking

Students will expand skills acquired in Drawing, Painting & Printmaking. Students will explore new mediums and techniques while focusing on compositional elements of design and strengthening problem solving skills. Opportunities will be given to students for experimentation of specific mediums as well as subject matter more in depth as development of personal style evolves throughout the course. Contemporary trends in Art will be integrated within the course to enrich student knowledge and awareness. This class is HIGHLY recommended for students who are planning to attend college to major or minor in art. Portfolio development will be emphasized. 

Mixed Media 

Pre-requisite: Art Basics 

Students will engage in experiences that encompass visual culture, art history, art appreciation, art criticism, aesthetics and production.  Is a course designed towards working with a combined variety of materials to create visual compositions. Students will experiment with two-dimensional materials, as well as three-dimensional structures in combining media in collage and construction. Assigned creative problems will introduce students to techniques and materials used in the mixed media context.

Students who wish to take Mixed Media for a second year will have alternative assignments & projects. 

Yearbook

This course is designed for the student who wants an in-depth experience in the production and management of a yearbook.  The study and application of photography and composition skills, page layout and design skills, headline and caption writing skills, and advertising are emphasized. This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to work with advanced technology, strengthen their analytical and problem-solving skills, improve their communication skills, and manage responsibility.  Students receive guided instruction in the fundamentals of photojournalism, graphic design, budget management, and organizational skills necessary to produce the yearbook, as well as guided practice in the areas of responsibility necessary for the production of the book. Students also develop their abilities to work as a team as they produce the yearbook.  This class has students in grades 7-12.    

3-Dimensional Design
Pre-requisite: Art Basics 

This course is designed to introduce the student to ceramics, sculpture, jewelry, textiles and much more! Students will be working with a number of different materials associated with three-dimensional art in relation to certain artists, art movements and art history. Development of critiquing ones art and the art of others, exploring self-expression and the exploration of new materials are expected and required.  

Contemporary Craft

Prerequisite: Art Basics 

This is an advanced art course designed to introduce the student to materials and processes that encompass functional art. Projects will be in relation to specific art movement, period in art history or current working artist. Students will use prior knowledge of the elements and principles as well as design concepts to express themselves. This class will expose the student to woodworking, clay, metal, glass and much more. The tools used in this class require a high level of responsibility and maturity from the students. 

Advanced Art Lab: 

Pre-requisites: 3 or more of the following: Mixed Media, Ceramic/Sculpture/Fine Art Craft, Jewelry, 

3-D Design, Drawing/ Painting/Printmaking, and Photography & Design.

Art Labs are advance level courses designed to encourage students to further develop their talents and abilities in the particular art course in which they spent a full year.  Students engage in appropriate study of historical models related to their individual course content.  The student must demonstrate an acceptable level of maturity required for self-directed classroom study. Students will be placed in a course where it suits their schedule needs, with teacher recommendation. 
Art Studio

Pre-requisites: 3 or more of the following: Art Basics, Mixed Media, 3-D Design, Drawing/ Painting/Printmaking, and Photography & Design.

Art Studio is designed for the advanced artist and students who wish to develop a portfolio for college admissions. This class is HIGHLY recommended for students who are planning to attend college to major or minor in art. Portfolio development will be emphasized. 

Students will do various projects in two-dimensional design (drawing, painting & printmaking, and photography) first semester. Second semester students will work on thesis body of work that exemplifies their aesthetic and technical growth in a portfolio and exhibition. 

Advanced Placement Studio Art 

This course is offered if there is sufficient student enrollment.  
Pre-requisites- 3 of the following: Mixed Media, Ceramic/Sculpture/Fine Art Craft, Jewelry, Drawing/ Painting/Printmaking, 3-D Design, Visual/Media Studies, and Photography & Design. Junior/Seniors- must have teacher recommendation to be in the class. There are summer assignments prior to the course. 

This course is designed for students who are seriously interested in the development of a visual arts portfolio for art school. Students must develop a 24 -piece portfolio containing art works that are college level in sophistication. Students will need to work several hours a week outside the classroom, as well as in class, and beyond scheduled periods to develop a Two-Dimensional Design or Drawing portfolio. Must have passionate self-motivation and drive to succeed in class. All enrolled students are required to take the AP exam in May; which is the submission of a 24-piece portfolio. 
Foreign Language

Spanish 1

This course presents basic tools to develop language proficiency through the integration and practice of the following language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. This course is based on the standards developed by the American Council of Teaching Foreign Language (ACTFL).

Spanish 2

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Spanish 1 with a grade of C or higher or successful performance on a placement test.  

This course is a continuation of Spanish 1 and is based on the standards developed by the American Council of Teaching Foreign Language (ACTFL).  This course further develops the language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Strong emphasis will be placed on student’s oral and written communication. In addition, this course addresses cultural competence and connection with other disciplines. 

Spanish 3

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Spanish 2 with a grade of C or higher, successful performance on a placement test, or teacher recommendation.

This course further develops the language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Strong emphasis will be placed on student’s oral and written communication, as well as introduction to literature.  In addition, the course addresses cultural competence and connection with other disciplines. This course is based on the standards developed by the American Council of Teaching Foreign Language (ACTFL).

Advanced Placement Spanish Language / Spanish 3
Pre-requisite: Successfully completion of SPA II.  

In this course students develop a strong command of the Spanish language proficiency in listening, reading, writing and speaking. Strong emphasis will be place on communication and writing skills.  Though a quality of authentic materials, students will be exposed to short stories, films and current events that will enhance the study of the Spanish language and culture by addressing thematic, social, political, cultural and artistic aspects of the course.  Students enrolled in AP Spanish Language are required to take the AP test in May.    

Spanish 4 independent study: 

Pre-requisite: Successfully completion SPA III with a grade of A.     

This is an advanced literature course and is offered just to a few students who intend to continue language in university. Students need to be advanced, self-motivated and able to work independently within a classroom. 

Note: This class will not be advertised, it is only available for students who directly ask to be in it. There is also a limit of 2.
French 1 

This is an introductory course to the French language and francophone culture. Students will be introduced to the basic structure of the language and encouraged to express themselves in French as often as possible. This course is focused more on listening comprehension and speaking rather than on writing.

French 2 

Prerequisites: Completion of French 1 with a grade of C or better .

In this second year course, students continue to practice and expand their application of French grammar and vocabulary. They also explore regional cultures, dialects, and geography of the French world.

French 3 

Prerequisites: Completion of French 2 with a C or better .

This course exposes students to Francophone language and culture through a wide variety of media. The students will quickly acquire and master language skills by communicating about various themes through advanced grammar tutorials, authentic documents, online support, audio, and discussion.

French 4 Independent Study

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of French 3 .

Description: Motivated students will create a personalized self study plan and course of action with intermittent guidance from the instructor.

Math

Integrated Algebra 1

Algebra provides tools and ways of thinking that are necessary for solving problems in a wide variety of disciplines, such as science, business, social sciences, fine arts, and technology.  This course will assist students in developing skills and processes that will allow them to successfully solve problems in a variety of settings. Students study a variety of topics: probability and data analysis, one-, two- and multi-step equations and inequalities in one variable, graphing linear equations and inequalities, solving systems of equations, factoring and solving quadratic equations, and properties of exponents. Topics include linear equations in one variable, quadratic functions with integral coefficients and roots, and absolute value and exponential functions.

High School Math Concepts 

This is class where students will receive additional one-on-one support to help with the understanding of concepts from their regular math class. Students will work with a math teacher to address their individual needs and work with peers to complete homework assignments and show mastery of concepts. Students may also receive support in preparing for the AIMS test in the spring.  Students enrolled in this course will also be enrolled in another math course at FALA.

Integrated Geometry 

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Integrated Algebra 1 with a grade of D or higher. Within this course, students will have the opportunity to make conjectures about geometric situations and prove in a variety of ways, both formal and informal, that their conclusion follows logically from their hypothesis. This course will cover the study of patterns with an emphasis on drawing, visualizing, and following algorithms, understanding of properties, mathematical relationships, and proofs.  Real world applications are included. Students will use Algebra throughout the course to show the mathematical relationships between figures. A major emphasis of this course is to allow students to investigate geometric situations. Properties of angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, and circles will receive particular attention.  Geometry is meant to lead students to an understanding that reasoning and proof are fundamental aspects of mathematics.

Integrated Algebra 2

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Integrated Geometry with a grade of C or higher.
This is a second year algebra course integrated with geometry. Students will study linear functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, roots, systems of equations, quadratic equations, matrices, complex numbers, and sequences and series. This course will integrate problem-solving topics and opportunities for real-world applications.  

Pre-calculus 

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2 with a grade of C or higher.
This course is a prerequisite for AP Calculus. After successful completion of this course students will have learned Functions and Graphs, Polynomial and Rational Functions, Exponential Functions, Trigonometric Functions, Systems of Equations, Analytic Geometry, and Additional Topics or Activities.  

AP Calculus AB

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Pre-calculus with a grade of C or higher.
This course will cover first semester college calculus. After successful completion of this course students will have learned the concepts of function, limit, continuity, derivative, integrals and their applications to real-world situations. Students may earn 3-6 hours of college credit if they pass the Advanced Placement Calculus Exam.  All students are required to take the AP exam in May.  
Music

Guitar

Guitar class is a performance-based class developed to give the instrumentalists small and large group experiences. Its focus includes having the students learn songs and technique in a group environment. Students will learn music from early musical periods to contemporary music. The class will focus on instrument technique, music reading, tablature reading, and basic theory. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on participation and effort, part checks, practice logs, written work, and examinations.

Keyboard

Keyboard is a performance-based class developed to give the instrumentalists small and large group playing experience. Students will develop beginning piano techniques and the fundamentals of music including basic hand position, music reading skills of melodic and harmonic material, major and minor scales, transposition, and harmonizing melodies with the I, IV, and V chords.  In completing this course the student should be able to read beginning piano sheet music. Each unit will be supplemented with intensive study of famous piano composers and their music. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on participation and effort, performances, practice logs, written work, and examinations.

 

Choir
Pre-requisites: Audition (please see the school calendar for auditions times).  This course is a performance-centered class designed to give the student singer a basic appreciation of singing in an ensemble.  Some vocal technique will be offered in relation to the literature being rehearsed. Basic musicianship and deportment in performance situations will be taught.  There will be opportunities for public performance in school and in the community.

String Ensemble

The String Ensemble course is designed for students who already play a stringed instrument and read music.  The focus of the class is to prepare students for performance of chamber orchestra music.  In addition, students are expected to prepare a solo piece of music for performance in the spring semester. During the course of this class students will also learn about music history, musical forms, audition techniques, playing scales and arpeggios, and musical styles from different periods.  The string ensemble generally performs at least twice each semester and each student is required to participate in the concerts.

Jazz Band

Jazz Band is a performance-based class developed to give instrumentalists experience in a jazz band setting. Students will be required to prepare music on their own for rehearsal. The class will focus on instrument technique, jazz styles, educated listening, and jazz theory. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on participation and effort, part checks, practice logs, written work, and examinations.
Solo and Ensemble Literature

Solo and Ensemble Literature is a performance-based class developed to give instrumentalists solo and/or small group experiences. Students will enhance their musical ability by studying the major composers and musical styles. The course will focus on historical to modern genres, large and small ensembles, instrument technique, concert participation, and basic theory. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on classroom and concert participation, part checks, portfolios, written work, and examinations.

Advanced Placement Music Theory

This course is offered if there is sufficient student enrollment.  
AP Music Theory class is developed to give any person the ability to read and compose music. Its focus ranges from ancient music through contemporary music. Students will be reading, composing, analyzing, sight singing, listening, and connecting basic knowledge to the piano or keyboard.  Students enrolled in the course are required to take the AP Music Theory test in May. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on participation and effort, written work, projects, and examination.
Science

Biology 

Biology is a student-centered, activity-based class that looks at and analyzes our living world.  Students in Biology will study all aspects of the living world, including basic biochemistry, cellular biology, genetics, molecular biology, classification and evolution, and the wide variety of organisms on Earth.  Students will also investigate ecologic interactions, and human impacts on our biological world.  We will be using some of the Museum of Northern Arizona’s biologic collections in our investigations, as well as engaging in active field research near our school.

Chemistry

Prerequisites: Biology is suggested but not mandated.  Successful completion of Algebra 1 is required.  Chemistry is typically a sophomore-level class.  

Chemistry in the Community was developed by the American Chemical Society to increase science literacy through emphasizing chemistry’s impact on society.  ChemCom is a student-centered, activity-based, issues-oriented chemistry course.  The seven units that comprise the ChemCom curriculum include studies on water, chemical resources, food, petroleum, atmospheric gases, and nuclear chemistry.

Physical Geology

This is typically an 11th and 12th grade course that alternates with Physics.  It will be offered in the 2012-2013 school year, depending on enrollment.
This course is an introduction to processes within and at the surface of the earth.  It will include description, classification, and origin of minerals and rocks, exploration of the rock cycle, internal geologic processes: volcanism, earthquakes, crustal deformation, mountain building, plate tectonics and external geologic processes: weathering, mass wasting, streams, glaciers, ground water, deserts, coasts.

Physics

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry are suggested but not mandated.  Successful completion of Integrated Algebra II is required.  Physics is typically a junior or senior level class that alternates with Physical Geology.  It will be offered in the 2011-2012 school year, depending on enrollment.
Physics is the study of matter and energy and their interactions. It provides a systematic understanding of the fundamental laws that govern physical, chemical, and biological processes. This Physics course is designed to: instruct students in foundational physics concepts, prepare students to exist in an increasingly technological society, develop the students’ analytical, problem solving, and laboratory skills and integrate math, science and  technology.  Topics include the nature of light reflection, refraction, and polarization, direct current, heating and the effects of various chemicals, and common electrical devices. Each unit discusses a separate topic and through charts, surveys and discussions, ties the various topics together.
Advanced Placement Biology

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry.  This is typically an 11th and 12th grade course that alternates with Environmental Science.  It will be offered in the 2012-2013 school year, depending on enrollment.

The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a full-year introductory college-level biology course.  AP Biology includes detailed examination of molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and organisms and populations.  There are twelve mandated laboratories accompanying this course.  AP Biology aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology.  All enrolled students are required to take the AP exam in May.
Advanced Placement Environmental Science

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry. This is typically an 11th and 12th grade course that alternates with AP Biology.  It will be offered in the 2011-2012 school year, depending on enrollment.

Environmental Science is the study of the natural sciences in an interdisciplinary context that includes the role of people and their influences on these natural systems.  It includes biology, earth and atmospheric sciences, fundamental principles of chemistry and physics, human population dynamics, and an appreciation for biological and natural resources.  AP Environmental Science also includes some environmental economics, public policy, and literature.  All enrolled students are required to take the AP exam in May.

Social Studies / History

Contemporary Geography

A new addition to FALA’s curriculum, this course will be required for all 9th grade students starting in the 2011-2012 school year.  The content of the course will emphasize geography, contemporary issues and an introduction to the history of thought.  Students will explore the content through a variety of projects and skill building exercises in preparation for the challenges offered across FALA’s high school curriculum.  The research process, map and data analysis, critical reading and the appropriate application of technology will give support to our inquiry.  Ultimately, this class will introduce students to many of the frameworks and memes that continue to shape our contemporary world and some of the key skills required to access this world.
Economics (1 semester)
Economics is typically a sophomore-level class.  Completion of this course is a graduation requirement at FALA.  Economics is only offered spring semester.

Economics is a required course that all students in Arizona, and for that matter the United States, complete during their high school years.   There is a reason that it is required.  Everything you do, everything you see, everything you buy, every news story that you read has an economic issue at its core.  We cannot get away from the influence of economic principles no matter how hard we try.  This course will hopefully help you better understand how these forces work so that you can use them to your benefit as consumers and as members of your community.  In addition, we will be evaluating the flaws in traditional economic philosophies and the potential for a new economy that more fully considers justice, human rights, environmental sustainability and happiness.

American Government (1 semester)
American Government is typically a sophomore-level class.  Completion of this course is a graduation requirement at FALA.  Government is only offered fall semester.

This class is an introduction to local, state and federal governments within the United States.  We will closely examine the Constitution of the United States with emphasis on the Bill of Rights.  We will study the powers and responsibilities of the branches of the federal government and we will look at the way the different levels of government work together to provide for our society’s needs.  The large purpose of the course is to prepare you for your own responsibilities as a citizen of the United States.  This course has a heavy emphasis on current events and discussion.

United States History

Prerequisites: American Government and Economics is suggested.  United States History is typically a junior-level class.  

Completion of this course is a graduation requirement at FALA.

After an introduction to the nature of the study of history and a survey of US History through the Civil War, we will begin our detailed study in 1877 –  in a period known as Reconstruction.  This in itself is a turning point, but many changes in American society are in the air during this period.  We will spend the majority of the class in the 20th Century. The focus of the history presented in the course will be social in nature.  Certainly, we will cover the wars, heroes, and turning points of American History – but – always within the context of how people live, and what changes the large trends are creating in the daily lives of Americans.  

Advanced Placement United States History

Prerequisites: American Government and Economics are suggested. AP United States history is typically a junior level class. A minimum 3.0 GPA or teacher approval is required to take this course.  The course is based on the College Board’s Advanced Placement United States History curriculum and students are expected to prepare for and take the AP exam in May. This is an academically rigorous course that requires extensive preparation outside of the classroom, as well as the completion of a summer reading project.  After a survey of U.S. History through the Civil War, we will begin a detailed study from 1877 onward through the 20th century. The purpose of the course is to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to critically examine historical material. The course will focus on multiple historical themes including American Identity, Diversity, Culture, Environment, and Globalization. Through these studies students will develop an awareness of multiple interpretations of historical issues via secondary and primary sources and be able to compare developments and trends from one period to another.

Advanced Placement World History / World History

These courses are typically taken during senior year.  Completion of one of these two courses is a graduation requirement at FALA.  Students have the option to take either of the courses.  The curriculum is identical (based directly on the College Board’s Advanced Placement World History curriculum).  World History students do not prepare for and do not take the AP World History exam.  AP World History students are expected to complete additional preparation and take the AP exam in May.  

The purpose of this course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  Focused primarily on the past thousand years of the global experience, the course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that along with geography set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E.

Theatre

Introduction to Theatre (Theatre I)

Theatre I is an advanced beginning course designed to give students an introduction to all elements involved in the theatre. Performance-based activities are emphasized, but history (using an active approach), technical theatre, interpretation, and production hierarchy are also involved. The course, while being a precursor to Advanced Theatre, is an intense study into the range of what goes on before the audition, during rehearsals, and in production. Viewpoints and Rasaboxes will be the focus of acting technique. The work will culminate with the students working on one production each semester.

Advanced Acting (Theatre II, III, IV)

Pre-requisite: Introduction to Theatre and an audition (held during registration).  Advanced Acting is a performance-based class designed to give the student a rigorous experience in the theatre arts. The class explores various techniques in the acting process using the great acting teachers and their methods, as well as current trends in performance. While that will continue to be the crux of the course, students will also create original compositions and work in the technical components of theatre.

Musical Theatre

The musical theatre is one of America's few original art forms and is, by definition, a multi-disciplinary art form, for it involves literature, music, dance, and spectacle. This course focuses on the development of the musical theatre of the 20th century, by studying musicals in their historical context. In this course, we will study the literary aspects of the musicals we have chosen: the construction of the libretto and the poetry of the lyrics.  We will also study the basic formal aspects of the music and the choreography.  And because we place the musicals into their social and political contexts, we will also study the process of historical change.  We will not only study the musical, but experience, firsthand, the world of the singer, actor, and dancer.

Technical Theatre

How do you make it rain on stage? What’s the difference between an ellipsoidal and a fresnal? Should you use a miter or a bevel cut? Theatre is a collaborative art form; it depends upon many people working together. For every actor that you see onstage, there may be a dozen people working behind the scenes to create the environment and effects that support and enhance the performance. This course will take design to the next level while learning practical tools of the trade. We will study props, costumes, makeup, lights, sound, stage management, scenic design and set construction. The tech crew will design the elements then apply this knowledge to productions.
FLAGSTAFF ARTS AND LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Academic Requirements

Flagstaff Arts & Leadership Academy recognizes that all students can succeed in a rigorous academic and artistic setting.  FALA is dedicated to ensuring that success.  

Academic Requirements for Graduation
	Content Areas
	FALA Requirements – Class of 2010-2012
	FALA Requirements – Class of 2013 and above
	FALA Requirements – Class of 2015 and above

	Math
	3 credits
	4 credits
	4 credits

	English
	4 credits
	4 credits
	4 credits

	Science
	3 credits
	3 credits
	3 credits

	Social Studies
	3 credits
	3 credits
	4 credits

	Foreign Language
	2 credits
	2 credits
	2 credits

	Fine/Performing Arts
	4 credits
	4 credits*
	4 credits*

	Electives
	5 credits
	5 credits
	5 credits

	Other courses (from any content area)
	2 credits
	2 credits
	1 credit

	Total
	26 Credits
	27 Credits
	27 Credits


Note: 1 credit = 2 semesters of coursework

*CARE (Core Arts Requirement Emphasis) applies to all FALA students and requires a minimum of one course within each artistic discipline (Theatre and Creative Writing, Dance, Art, and Music).  This requirement applies to all students graduating on or after 2013.

Academic Requirements for Each Semester

Students must be enrolled in a minimum of 3 courses each day (for a total of 6 courses each semester).  Study Hall and Office Aide and Teacher Aide positions are not included in these totals.  

