FLAGSTAFF ARTS AND LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Middle School Course Catalog 2011-2012

_________________________________________________________________

Required Courses

English

7th Grade English

The English/Language Arts program for grade 7 is balanced and comprehensive. The language arts processes of reading, writing, listening, and speaking are taught in an integrated and inter-related manner. Course components include the study of rich and varied literature as well as writing in the genres of narrative, persuasive, expository, response to literature and summaries of reading materials.  There is direct instruction in language arts skills and strategies, including vocabulary development, spelling, and grammar, a balance of oral and written language activities, and on-going diagnosis and assessment.

8th Grade English

The English/Language Arts program for grade 8 is a literature-based, "whole language" program. This means that the literature studied in class - from a variety of novels, plays, short stories and poetry - forms the backbone of a wider exploration of the English language. The literature we read leads to a variety of classroom activities that include whole class and small group discussion, creative writing, drama, and essay writing. Grammar, effective expression, spelling and vocabulary are also generated from the literature. 

Math 

Math Foundations

Students will study math concepts and their relationship to real-world problems and situations. Students will review whole numbers, decimals and fractions. Students will solve problems with percentages, ratios and proportions. They will interpret numbers using scientific notation and simplify problems using the order of operations. Students will gain an introductory understanding of probability and statistics and basic geometry properties. Students will also graph using a table of values.  

Math Concepts

This course will involve concentrated focus on the mastery of integer, decimal, and fraction operations, as well as extended practice with percents and proportional relationships.  The connection between concrete experiences and abstract concepts will be an underlying theme.  A portion of each class will be set aside for support with Math Foundations homework. There will be no additional homework assigned for this class. Students enrolled in this course will also be enrolled in Math Foundations.
Pre-Algebra 

Prerequisite: Placement Exam or C or higher in Math Foundations. 
Students will study the elements of algebra (integers, rational numbers, irrational numbers, and variables). In addition students learn basic probability, statistics, and graphing concepts useful in everyday life.  Students will be introduced to functions and graphing. Students will also review and extend their knowledge of two- and three- dimensional geometric concepts.   

Pre Algebra Concepts

This course will verify the mastery of integer, decimal, and fraction operations through the application of these skills to solution strategies for one-,two-, and multi-step equations. In addition we will focus on using the coordinate plane as a tool to solve contextual problems. A portion of each class will be set aside for support with Pre Algebra homework. There will be no additional homework assigned for this class. Students enrolled in this course will also be enrolled in Pre Algebra.
Integrated Algebra 1

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  

Prerequisite: Placement Exam or C or higher in Pre-Algebra.
Algebra provides tools and ways of thinking that are necessary for solving problems in a wide variety of disciplines, such as science, business, social sciences, fine arts, and technology.  This course will assist students in developing skills and processes that will allow them to successfully solve problems in a variety of settings.  Topics include linear equations in one variable, quadratic functions with integral coefficients and roots, and absolute value and exponential functions.  Coordinate geometry will be integrated into the investigation of these functions allowing students to make connections between their analytical and geometrical representations.  We will study data analysis, including measures of central tendency and visual representations of data.  Elementary probability theory will be used to determine the probability of events including independent, dependent and mutually exclusive events.

Integrated Geometry 

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  

Prerequisite: Placement Exam or C or higher in Integrated Algebra 1.
Within this course, students will have the opportunity to make conjectures about geometric situations and prove in a variety of ways, both formal and informal, that their conclusion follows logically from their hypothesis.  This course is meant to employ an integrated approach to the study of geometric relationships. Integrating synthetic, transformational, and coordinate approaches to geometry, students will justify geometric relationships and properties of geometric figures.  A major emphasis of this course is to allow students to investigate geometric situations. Properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, and circles will receive particular attention.  Geometry is meant to lead students to an understanding that reasoning and proof are fundamental aspects of mathematics.

Science

7th Grade Science

7th Grade Science students will be engaged in learning the ecological aspects of Life Science as well as concepts in Earth and Space Science.  Students will learn the process of science through extensive laboratory and activity-based lessons.  They will develop a deeper understanding of the history and nature of science and how science contributes to both personal and social endeavors.  Students will develop writing and communication skills by maintaining a lab notebook and presenting their laboratory results.

8th Grade Science

8th Grade Science students will focus on the Physical Sciences including chemistry and the properties of matter and physics (motion and forces).  They will learn basic principles of heredity (genetics) and identify physical and behavioral adaptations of organisms.  The process of science, with extensive laboratories and activities, will be interwoven through these science concepts, as will the history and nature of related science, and how this science contributes to both personal and social endeavors.  Students will improve their writing and communication skills by maintaining a lab notebook and presenting laboratory results.

Social Studies

7th Grade Social Studies

Balancing skill development and content, the grade 7 Social Studies program delves into a variety of topics that arise from Industrialization and the Civil War through the Great Depression.  In a comparative and comprehensive approach, the class will analyze state, national and international developments and issues essential to this period.  Physical and human geography, economics and elements of the Arizona and United States Constitution will be evaluated through the lens of current events and in the study of U.S. and World History.  Analysis of perspective and bias through the extensive use of primary source documents will be an emphasis of the course. 
8th Grade Social Studies

The grade 8 Social Studies program contains two distinct areas of study.  First, the class will explore the origins, structures and functioning of the American system of government.  Included in this study will be the historical context surrounding the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution.  Next, the class will continue the work started in 7th grade and will pick up the study of United States and World History at the beginning of World War II.  Cultural and social history will be the focus as students evaluate the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and the current ordering of the global community.  Physical and human geography and economics will be addressed through intensive study of current trends and in the study of U.S. and World History.  Primary source documents will again be a focus as will the development of sophisticated and respectful discussion skills.  

Liberal Studies

Liberal Studies 2.0: Thinking Big (7)

Critical Literacy will be taught by all of the middle school subject area teachers (social studies, and science).  Students will spend one semester with each teacher for the duration of this year-long course.  The topic of study each semester will center around concepts relating to the teacher’s expertise but the underlying goal of this class is to build a strong foundation of academic and life skills that will allow all students to actively participate in their education and their society.  Students will develop their abilities over two years in the following areas: reading comprehension, formulating questions, clarifying information, participating in discussions, and communication of ideas, including public speaking and writing.  Students will use their own experiences as a basis to begin their exploration of topics from multiple perspectives.  Ultimately, this course will challenge students to integrate their knowledge as they explore relevant and meaningful issues.  

Liberal Studies 2.0: Thinking Big (8)

Critical Literacy will be taught by all of the middle school subject area teachers (English and social studies).  Students will spend one semester with each teacher for the duration of this year-long course.  The topic of study each semester will center around concepts relating to the teacher’s expertise but the underlying goal of this class is to build a strong foundation of academic and life skills that will allow all students to actively participate in their education and their society.  Students will develop their abilities over two years in the following areas: reading comprehension, formulating questions, clarifying information, participating in discussions, and communication of ideas, including public speaking and writing.  Students will use their own experiences as a basis to begin their exploration of topics from multiple perspectives.  Ultimately, this course will challenge students to integrate their knowledge as they grapple with relevant and meaningful issues.  

Elective Courses

Foreign Language

French 1

This is a course in introductory French. It aims to develop basic communication skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening and pronunciation. There will also be a heavy emphasis on the culture of France and other French speaking countries and regions. 

Spanish 1

This is an introductory Spanish class based on the standards of the  American Council Teaching Foreign Language Education (ACTFL); it aims to  develop all four-language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The goal of the course is to help students develop the ability to communicate in Spanish, while at the same time introducing them to the  Hispanic culture. A strong emphasis is placed on using the language in  practical situations, while also helping the student to grasp the basics of Spanish grammar, syntax (sentence formation), and morphology (word  formation). 
Dance

Ballet 1/2

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  

Ballet includes barre and floor movements and combinations for the classical ballet vocabulary, emphasizing proper alignment, strength, speed, endurance and flexibility. The course will include a study of ballet history and the objective criticism of dance. It will also explore connections to music, theater and art. Students will participate in a dance performance. The general principles of dance technique requires proper alignment, center point of balance, opposition balance, transfer of weight, specific rhythm patterns, turns and turning techniques.  This course will also support students as they refine their technique through more advanced work. 

Jazz Dance 1/2

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  
Jazz Dance 1/2 is a course in jazz dance technique at a beginning/intermediate level.  Emphasis will be placed upon increasing the dancer’s performance skills as well as expanding their choreographic abilities and jazz dance vocabulary.  Further study in anatomy, injury prevention, fitness for dancers, jazz dance history, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to experience several styles of jazz dance and will have at least two required performances. 

Tap Dance

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  
Tap Dance is an introduction to and instruction in tap dance technique at a beginning/intermediate level.  The elementary movement and terminology of tap dance will be covered as well as injury prevention and health for dancers.  A study of tap dance history, important performers and choreographers will also be included.  Students will have opportunities to explore rhythm, basic choreography techniques and develop performance skills.  At least one performing opportunity will be offered each semester and all students must participate.

Fine Art

Introduction to Art
This course is designed to introduce students to the world of visual art. Students will be developing skills and exploring processes using a wide range of mediums such as clay, watercolor, acrylic paint and much more. In addition to production, each lesson involves an element of art history, aesthetics and both written and verbal critiques of their work and the work of others.

Art and Design

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of Art Basics 

Art and Design will further develop the art skills, techniques and vocabularies introduced in Art Basics with lessons in color, shading, and form. This advanced exploration in two- and three-dimensional media will emphasize art critique through discussion of historical, cultural, and contemporary art.  Students will rotate through Photography, Ceramics, Drawing, and 3-Dimensional Design in preparation for high school studio courses.
Yearbook

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  
This course is designed for the student who wants an in-depth experience in the production and management of a yearbook.  The study and application of photography and composition skills, page layout and design skills, headline and caption writing skills, and advertising are emphasized. This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to work with advanced technology, strengthen their analytical and problem-solving skills, improve their communication skills, and manage responsibility.  Students receive guided instruction in the fundamentals of photojournalism, graphic design, budget management, and organizational skills necessary to produce the yearbook, as well as guided practice in the areas of responsibility necessary for the production of the book. Students also develop their abilities to work as a team as they produce the yearbook. 
Music
Introduction to Music

Introduction to Music is a beginning level class developed to give students basic training in music theory, history, and style.  Students will learn basic skills in piano, guitar, percussion, and singing; which will be incorporated into solo and group playing experiences. Students will develop beginning techniques and the fundamentals of music including basic hand position, music reading skills of melodic and harmonic material, and major and minor scales.  In completing this course the student should be able to read beginning sheet music or tablature. Each unit will be supplemented with intensive study of famous piano composers and their music. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on participation and effort, in-class performances, practice logs, written work, and examinations.
Choir

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  
This course is a performance-centered class designed to give the student singer experience singing in an ensemble.  Beginning students will learn how to read music.  Vocal techniques will be offered in relation to the literature being rehearsed. There will be opportunities for public performance in school and in the community.

Jazz Band

Note: This course will be open to grades 7-12.  
Jazz Band is a performance-based class developed to give instrumentalists experience in a jazz band setting. Students will be required to prepare music on their own for rehearsal. The class will focus on instrument technique, jazz styles, educated listening, and jazz theory. All course requirements are aligned with the Arizona Academic Standards for the Arts. Evaluation is based on participation and effort, part checks, practice logs, written work, and examinations.
Theatre and Creative Writing

Introduction to Theatre

This course is an introductory study of various aspects of theatre. Through active participation in acting games and exercises, seventh and eighth grade students will learn the nature and structure of theatre and experience first-hand the discipline and confidence needed to perform on the stage. Units of study will include a history of theatre, improvisation, physical acting/movement, characterization and scene work.  An invitational performance will be produced toward the end of each semester.

Introduction to Creative Writing

This course encourages students to imaginatively express their understanding of themselves, the works they are studying, and the world around them. Journal writing/free-writing will be a key component to the course. Students will read supplementary works in each of the genres we study, then experiment with the craft of the written word to create original works such as poetry, fiction, biography, and scripts.

Introduction to Film

In this class, students will be introduced to the art of film.  Specifically, students will understand how film operates, how it communicates and why it has become the predominant art/entertainment of our time.  Beginning with Film Appreciation, we will begin to articulate why a film is good or bad.  The development of personal taste and the ability to communicate that taste will be essential for all art studies.  Film as Literature will also be covered—noting the fundamental differences between a story told on paper and a story told with images.  A survey of classic Hollywood genres will help the students to organize and identify some of the archetypal stories and characters that populate them.  A unit will also be dedicated to Film Analysis, based on characterization, theme, structure and purpose.  Finally, the students will take what they've learned and produce their own short films, based on a structure designed to turn them into their own visual storytellers.
Another Elective

Outdoor Explorations

We will take advantage of the wonderful natural world around us and get outside as often as possible.  We will participate in a variety of outdoor activities as the seasons dictate.  Activities may include running and/or hiking trails around Flagstaff, biking, outdoor team games (kickball etc.), snow sports, team-building activities and outdoor living and survival skills. 

