9th GRADE ENGLISH (3A, 4A)
FLAGSTAFF ARTS AND LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

SYLLABUS (2011-2012)

-Teacher:  Geoff Rowe, Room 9
-Email:  growe@flagarts.com (I check email multiple times each day and will try to get back to you on the day I received the email.)
-Class Website:  flagarts.com (click on the “Faculty and Staff” tab, find my name and click on the course)
-Prep/Office Hours:  2nd Hour (A days and B days), 8:00-8:45 AM, Lunch, 3:30-4:30 PM (most days, depending on meetings and other obligations).


COURSE DESCRIPTION

	This course is an introduction to high school level writing and literature.  In this course we will be looking at four major works of literature (The Alchemist by Paulo Coehlo, Dracula by Bram Stoker, Macbeth by William Shakespeare and Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck), along with several smaller works by a variety of authors (Poe, Asimov, Bradbury and others).  To gain a better understanding of the material, students will be expected to thoroughly analyze the material on a symbolic and thematic level through discussion, projects and written essays.


ORGANIZATION

	Each day of class will usually have elements of reading, writing, instruction and discussion of literature, so you should be prepared to do these things in every class.  Classes begin with journal writing and silent reading (see below) and will continue into instruction, discussion and activities to gain a better understanding of the material.  Students will usually have a reading assignment to complete for every class period, and other assignments will often be included on top of the readings.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To introduce students to a wide variety of literature from different time periods, genres and authors
1. To teach students to analyze literature for symbolism, themes and statements about society put in place by the author.
1. To encourage students to apply these elements to their own lives to gain a better understanding of the human condition through fiction.
1. To introduce students to the academic writing process that will be valuable later in high school and into higher education.
1. To develop critical reading and writing skills that will aid success on the AIMS exam.














REQUIRED SUPPLIES:  For EACH CLASS, you should have:

-a writing utensil

-a composition notebook.  This will be your English 9 Journal.  This notebook will hold your journal entries for the year and should include NOTHING from ANY other classes (If you are in another one of my classes that requires a similar notebook, you should have a separate notebook for EACH of my classes).  If you are unable to obtain this, come see me and we can make arrangements.

-paper for notes/activities.  Students are not graded on their notes in this class, but I recommend you take them.  Notes will be very helpful to study for exams and quizzes.  If you do take notes, anything that I repeat multiple times, anything I write on the board and anything that is said in class that you find interesting are DEFINITELY worth writing down.

-the book we are reading for class.  These will be lent out to you from the classroom library.  If we are studying The Alchemist, you should have your borrowed copy of The Alchemist in class each day.  We will be discussing direct quotes from the material, and I usually allow you to use the books we are studying on tests, so be sure not to forget this.

-a silent reading book.  This is a book that you bring to class each day that is NOT the book we are currently studying.  This can be a book you bring from home or a book you borrow from the class library.  We will spend about ten minutes at the beginning of each day reading silently from these books.


GRADES

	This is only an outline for what you can expect assignments to be worth in this class.  I reserve the right to change my grading policies based on individual assignments, but I will let you know of this beforehand.

Journal Checks (monthly):  2 points per required entry
Class Activities: 10-20 points
Homework: 10-20 points
Quizzes: 10-20 points
Tests:  50-75 points


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

	We are committed to the highest standards of ethical conduct and academic excellence.  Any student found guilty of plagiarism, fabrication, cheating on an exam or purchasing papers or other assignments will immediately receive a failing grade on the assignment, contacting of parents and will be reported for disciplinary action.  The theft of work is the theft of ideas.


ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP WORK

[bookmark: _GoBack]	If you know you are going to be absent, come see me for what you will be missing.  Whether or not I accept late work, how many points I deduct for lateness and how late I allow it to be will depend on the individual student’s situation (and will be discussed with you if you ask me), but you should be warned that if you do miss a class or assignment, I will expect you to work just as hard to complete missed assignments as the students who were here.  In general, I will not accept late work past the current grading period.  These will be discussed in class.
	As high school students, your grade in this course is your responsibility.  I will not look for you if you are missing an assignment.  Your job is to approach me about missing work or questions/concerns about your grade.

RETURN THIS SYLLABUS, SIGNED BY BOTH YOU AND A PARENT/GUARDIAN ON THE SECOND DAY OF CLASS FOR FULL POINTS FOR AN IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENT.

Your Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name:__________________________________________________________________
