VILLAIN/MONSTER ARCHETYPES

THE SHAPESHIFTER:  Shapeshifters change appearance or mood, and are difficult for the hero and the audience to pin down.  They may mislead the hero or keep him/her guessing, and their loyalty or sincerity is often in question.  The shapeshifter archetype is also a catlyst for change, a symbol of the psychological urge to transform.  Dealing with a Shapeshifter may cause the hero to change attitudes about the opposite sex or come to terms with the repressed energies that this archetype stirs up.
	The Shapeshifter serves the dramatic function of bringing doubt and suspense into the story.  When heroes keep asking, “Is he faithful to me?  Is she going to betray me?  Does he truly love me?  Is he a friend or an enemy?” a Shapeshifter is generally present.
	Villains or their allies may wear the Shapeshifter mask to seduce or confuse a hero.  The paranormal subgenre allows for a more blatant version of this archetype, where a major character might physically change into a wolf, vampire or angel.  Within the subgenre, such changes are accepted by readers along with the emotional and integral changes of more mundane characters.  Regardless, a Shapeshifter’s job is usually to dazzle, confuse, lie to occasionally help and delay a protagonist.  If your heroine is constantly wondering whether a subcharacter is friend or foe, and “Just whose side is she on this week?”  you can be sure you have a Shapeshifter in your cast of characters.  (And the answer to the question is “On their own side, of course!”)

THE TRICKSTER:  The Trickster archetype is a rebel who refuses to conform to societal expectations.  But he is not a rebel without a cause; the Trickster’s resistance to conformity is based on challenging authority, not on simplistic adornments; for example, Edshu, from Nigerian myth was a provocateur that did everything possible to spark debate between the people.  He was recognizable by the hat he wore that was red on one side and blue on the other.  The purpose of this hat was to instantly provoke arguments between those on either side of him on the issue of what color his hat actually was  This may sound like Edshu was simply an agitator without a cause, but the point of the hat argument was to get people to understand that even the most simple and apparently undebatable topics can have two perfectly valid perspectives.

THE SHADOW:  The Shadow is any part of ourselves that we reject, and so do not allow expression in our life.  We may so dislike aspects of our nature we fail to see them altogether and instead see them in other people and criticize them.  The Shadow develops in us, because as we grow and absorb our culture, we naturally repress parts of our nature because they are not acceptable to parents or society.  These grow and mature in just the way our conscious personality does, through experience and further information-except the Shadow has a life under the surface like any socially unacceptable organization or individual.  But often it is the urges in us that date from prehistory, when present day social restraints did not have survival value, that make up a large part of the Shadow.  The Shadow archetype is a negative figure, representing things we don’t like and would like to eliminate.
	The Shadow is the worthy opponent with whom the hero must struggle.  In a conflict between hero and villain, the fight is to the end; one or the other must be destroyed or rendered impotent.
	While the shadow is a negative force in the story, it’s important to remember that no man is a villain in his own eyes.  In fact, the shadow frequently sees himself as a hero, and the story’s hero as his villain.
	








VILLAINOUS ARCHETYPE ARTWALK

Go around the room to the different characters you see on the walls.  Write which of the villainous archetypes the character is, and briefly explain why using the information on the other side of this sheet.

1. Werewolf from myth




2. The Machine from “Terminator”




3. Medusa from myth




4. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde




5. Witch from “Snow White”




6. Dracula




7. Wolf from “Red Riding Hood”




8. Joker from “The Dark Knight”
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