SPANISH  I 

        2011-12                                   Room: 8
	Instructor: Patricia Mix-Swartz  

Room:  8                         

 E-mail: pswartze@flagarts.com


I. Class Materials and Texts
1. Qué Tal? 

2. English and Spanish Dictionary (requires a printed copy no on-line edition)
II. Course Description
 This course is based on the standards of American Council Teaching Foreign Language Education (ACTFL); it aims to develop all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. The goal of the course is to help students develop the ability to communicate in Spanish, while at the same time introducing them to the Hispanic culture. A strong emphasis is placed on using the language in practical situations, while also helping the student to grasp the basics of Spanish grammar, syntax (sentence formation), and morphology (word formation). 
Please keep in mind that Spanish classes are designed to present the basic tools necessary for learning Spanish. Students do not automatically become either fluent or proficient by completing this course, as language acquisition must occur outside of the classroom. 

III. Course Objectives: 

By the end of the year, students should be able to:

1. Understand the main idea and most of the supporting details of spoken Spanish on topics related to their daily life.

2. Speak in complete sentences in Spanish about familiar topics.

3. Read simple narrative or expository material on cultural topics with an understanding of the main idea and most of the supporting details.

4. Write a short, coherent composition of one to two paragraphs on a familiar topic with

sufficient accuracy in grammar, spelling,  and vocabulary.

5. Understand significant cultural traits of the Spanish-speaking world (customs, lifestyles, attitudes, geography, famous people) so as to be able to function appropriately in typical social situations.

IV. Course Requirements/Policies
HOMEWORK: Your instructor will assign your specific homework assignments.  All assignments are due the next class period unless specifically stated otherwise by the instructor.  Any late work will lose 50% of its original value and will not be accepted after a chapter test.  

Note: on the third missing homework assignment the student will receive a lunch detention. 
Course Evaluation and Assessment
Also, students should complete all workbook pages corresponding to the material studied in class. These assignments are designed to help you reach your ultimate goal: being able to communicate in Spanish. You must complete all homework on time and come to class prepared to actively use the vocabulary and structures you are studying. Remember that the ability to communicate in another language is a skill that requires regular practice. 

COMPOSITIONS: Students will be requiring writing two compositions in Spanish, which will be graded on content, vocabulary, and the appropriate use of learned grammar. Your instructor may give you the option of rewriting your composition based on his/her input.

QUIZZES: You will have several quizzes during each semester. Study the "Vocabulario" list of words/phrases located on the last few pages of each chapter. Key grammar points may also appear. Your instructor will detail the specific format, content, and date for each quiz.

EXAMS: There will be an exam after each chapter and a comprehensive final exam, all of which will include listening comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing a paragraph. 
Expected Behavior
Students will exhibit positive behaviors at all times, demonstrating respect for themselves, their classmates, school staff, and School property.  Students are expected to follow all classroom policies and procedures and constructively contribute and participate to classroom activities. See Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy Student and Parent Handbook regarding the school policies.

V. The Final Grade

4 Chapter Exams: 40%

2 Composition/ Project: 15%

2 Quizzes: 10%

Final Exam: 20%  

Participation and Oral performance: 5%

 Homework: 10%

A = 90 - 100%

B = 80 - 89%

C = 70 - 79%

D = 60 - 69%

******************************************************************************

Please sign and then keep this syllabus in the front of your folder or your three-ring binder.

Student Name:___________________________________________________________

Signature:______________________________________________________________

Parent Name: ___________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:_________________________________________________________

Home Telephone #________________________________________________________

E-mail adrress____________________________________________________________

